Life Sketch of Kathleen Forrest
Kathleen Kay began her life 68 years ago with her 8 year old sister Carol, 6 year old brother Ronnie, and parents Lowis and Glenn.  Their father built the two bedroom house in Nampa on a farm of many acres where they grew.  Glenn eventually built 2 more rooms in the basement so the children could all have their own rooms.  Although Kathy was very young at the time, she seemed to enjoy helping her siblings with the cows, chickens and rabbits, and the rest of the chores of farm life, but she especially loved their dog, Butch.  Lowis' brother in law built a large playset with swings and a teeter-totter that the children enjoyed.  They got a gentle Welsh/Shetland pony named Queenie that the 3 siblings would take turns riding, and they all had a chance to ride her through the old “Idaho Stampede Rodeo Parade”.  Kathy became a very accomplished pianist with 9 full years of lessons.

Kathy was in junior high when her sister Carol married.  Glenn and Lowis took her with them on a vacation to Greece.  At 23, she was living in a small house that belonged to the grandparents when she met Wayne and they married.  They moved into an apartment where they had their first child, Lindsey.  They later moved to a house in Caldwell where there was room for a small farm and they had their second child, Jordan.  Two years later, they would have their third child, Melissa.  Kathy ran a daycare out of their home while Wayne worked construction.  The family regularly attended Karcher Church of the Nazarine.  When Melissa was about 3, Kathy and Wayne would be separated and divorce.  Kathy soon moved to Nampa with the kids where they would live only blocks from her parents and Centennial Elementary School.  She continued to run Love-a-Lot daycare out of their new home.

Although Kathy would have a few serious relationships as the years went on, she never remarried.  She had another daughter who was quickly adopted into a new family with the help of her church.  She was named Jessie.  Kathy became a grandmother when Lindsey brought Skyler into the world followed by Zachary, Devon and Lily.  Melissa added Adam and Lucas as grandchildren.

Kathy always seemed to have a strong relationship with her lord, Christ, and her faith and focus in God would only grow with time, and she drew a lot of strength and guidance from her church community to meet life's challenges.  She had mentioned that she was ready and looking forward to the kingdom of heaven.  We started getting together as a family every Sunday evening for dinner, usually at her house.  It became tradition.  It was a blessing, because she would soon leave us, but it was OK because she was surrounded by love, and she was able to share her love with her family in the end.  Her grandson Skyler was with her on her last day, and they were getting ready to go out to lunch with Devon.  In a moment she was gone.  She brought us all together and filled our hearts.
   ...sister-Carol’s Childhood with Kathleen...

    I was 8 years old and my brother Ronnie, was 6 years old …when we realized another child was soon coming into our Wood family!  We all were very excited.  Of course, back then, Doctors did not know if this was a girl or boy (as opposed to Knowing that fact right off today in 2022 )!

    I remember especially the top of four Large deep drawers within the one-bathroom of our 2-bedroom farmhouse.  Our father Glenn, had built the house, with dark-red shingles, located on Greenhurst Rd., South of Nampa in 1949.  In that top drawer, Mom was gathering saved Baby treasures & clothing of the past and gifts….some she had used for us.  It was exciting for me, at 9 years old to often go through these things with Mother, in anticipation and dreams of a new baby!!

      I don’t remember where Kathleen slept as a small baby… probably in Dad & Mom’s bedroom, because brother and I shared the 2nd bedroom in twin beds until we Couldn’t.   It was tight; we played, shared & argued with our toys, crayons, and clothes in a 3ft by 4ft closet….marked with a “line down the middle”  :)   

Kathy was right at 9 years younger than I, so she was My sweet little Real baby-Doll!  We Loved her, helped Mom with her, and protected her always!

    Our dad Farmed many acres of land, Plus had many cows to milk each night and morning.  So, brother and me traded days in chores every day of the week.  Always sharing chores etc.  while we were growing up.  KATHY was most always right along beside us.  Like, feeding and loving the animals.  She mostly loved Butch, our DOG, the chickens, calves, sometimes  walking out to pasture to gather in cows for milking, hawling Hot water from the house to the barn for washing the big milking machines in the front barn entry.  She helped gather chicken eggs, from our huge chicken house, too, washing the eggs in big baskets, candleing & weighing & boxing them, riding with us to the store for trade of groceries.  Being usually beside us, Kathy seemed to like the responsibilities.  But she was very young, and I think a good reason, that Gardening was so enjoyable to her as an adult, thereafter!  We raised big white bunny rabbits for meat, as well; so there was butchering them and beef, veggies, packing & freezing…with Mom….lots of good Eating!!  And the eggs gave us lotsa' Cakes n Cookies.

      Five big incubators were kept in the basement to hatch fertile eggs, then raise tiny chicks awhile for outside.  Later, for mom and dad’s sanity, he finally built 2 more bedrooms in the basement for us…  and a great PING-PONG table, so Kathy could have her own bedroom at about 2 years-old, upstairs.

      For special play, our Mom’s brother-in-law came from Kearney, Nebraska, and also built a Wonderful huge "telephone-pole-size" Swing, with bars and teeter-totter!!   Every summer, too, it was interesting that Dad hired seasonal Mexican farm-worker families to help in the fields, and sometimes NNC College-age kids.

    As time went on, we got a very gentle Welsh/Shetland PONY….  Us three took turns riding “Queenie”  'round and 'round the house and to the corner 1/4 mile to Gallop us back home for years!!  We all got a chance to Ride Queenie through the old “Idaho Rodeo Stampede Parade” through Nampa-town for several years.  Much fun.  Kathy sometimes rode with one of us, clutching on behind the saddle.  Kathy took Piano lessons for about 9 full years and became a Very accomplished pianist.  Later on, I tried to encourage her to teach classes, but she wouldn’t!

    The summers and the full water ditches around the farm "enticed" us into fun lazy Floating-afternoons in old Tractor Inner-tubes.  Totally illegal nowadays!

      Ours, and her early school years were spent at the 2-room Sunny Ridge Elementary, only two miles South on the SunnyRidge gravel road.  We rode the bus there, and walked home with friends usually.  Kathy began quite a few years later than Ronnie and I, so we all noticed how the school changed in time….even finally into a private home!  In turn we all took the bus to Town for the upper school years.  Dad finally sold the farm equipment & house, built a new one next door.  ….but only After we Five got to take a NICE family trip to the Atlantic Ocean, many States, and back in a Station Wagon with 15 foot Trailer!

      Then, I was married in 1964, and Kathy in junior high….when my “devoted" and I, asked her and his sister (same age) to be the cute Candle-Lighters in our wedding.

       ~~~~~~~~~

